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History of Mimitsu

Mimitsu started flourishing in the Edo period (ca.
1700) as a port town, and the buildings that the
traders made are still here today. In 1986 the
historic townscape was designate an Important
Preservation District for Traditional Buildings by
the national government and efforts to preserve it
continue to this day.
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Emperor Jimmu, boat departure

Emperor Jimmu, the semi-mythic first emperor of
Japan, departed from Mimitsu on his journey to
unify the Japanese Archipelago. Due to a sudden
favorable change in the winds in the early morning,
the people of the village sprang into action to make
the preparations for the journey. People shouting
“Okiyo!” (wake up) is still preserved in the Okiyo
Matsuri, and the rush-made tsuki-ire dango given
to Emperor Jimmu are a specialty of the town.
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Hours: 9:00AM—4:30PM
Closed Mondays and New Year’s

Price: Adults ¥210 / Elementary, Junior
High, and High school students ¥ 100
#20% off for groups of 20 or more

Phone: 0982-58-0443 (Japanese only)
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A boulder that people say
Emperor Jimmu once sat on
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“Banco,” meaning bench in
Portuguese, are seats on
the front of houses in town
that fold up when not in
use.
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Narrow roads built to help

N . ® B2 %R BEF stop the spread of fires to
Mlmlts Old Mimitsu the whole town,
Post Office
Walklng f;iu% Namakokabe
. Map) o
W, r. Has hi garden
“/ ‘9‘3&6

QQ I al‘l . *ﬁm ﬂ

o, Shin machi Bus stop| Tt ah DT AR AR T B E

BERHF

EAEANTHOEEBICERE
Bocl\ad;

Tiles and grout arranged to
increase the durability of
the wall.
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@ g ile e T “Okiyo” meaning “wake up" to celebrate the legend of
2] 3 ) Emperor Jimmu enlisting the help of the village children to wake
® ~.J] up everyone to see him off. Now every September the village
children run through the streets shouting "Okiyo, Okiyo!”
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